JUDICIAL DEVELOPMENT 
TWILIGHT SESSION
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	FROM THE MISSION TO THE MAGISTRATE:

GROWING AN INDIGENOUS LEGAL WORK FORCE

Presented by:

Professor Lester-Irabinna Rigney PhD, MACE

Director Yunggorendi First Nations Centre for Higher Education and Research, Flinders University SA




Professor Rigney is one of the most influential Indigenous educationalists in Australia today. In 2009, he received a United Nations award from the Australian chapter for his contribution to Aboriginal Education. This year he has completed a review of the National Indigenous Education document Australian Directions for the Federal Government. He has been working across the Pacific on Indigenous Education in Hawaii, Taiwan and Canada.  Since 2002, he has been elected by his academic peers to the Australian Institute for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies Research Advisory Committee, as an expert on education and cultural transmission.

Professor Rigney’s presentation will address how growing an Indigenous legal workforce requires school and university success, yet performance indicators in education and literacy for Indigenous Australians are unacceptable and unsustainable. Too many observers have reduced this phenomenon to a symptom of economics and welfare - policy failure. Subsequent studies reveal a more complex picture. Professor Rigney will examine the state of Indigenous Education and its optimisms and challenges toward growing an Indigenous legal work force.
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