
Children & the CourtsChildren & the Courts

The role of the Expert The role of the Expert 
WitnessWitness

The view from the witness boxThe view from the witness box







DW DW WinnicottWinnicott (1896(1896--1971)1971)

““there is no such thing there is no such thing 
as a babyas a baby””

Mother infant Mother infant 
interactionsinteractions

““the good enough the good enough 
mothermother””



BowlbyBowlby (1907(1907--1990)1990)

Attachment TheoryAttachment Theory





BiopsychosocialBiopsychosocial FrameworkFramework

Integrating both 

Developmental and Systemic 
perspectives 





Trauma                                PTSD
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mutual respectmutual respect

trusttrust

goodwillgoodwill

communication communication 

problem solvingproblem solving



Out of the Frying PanOut of the Frying Pan

Into the FireInto the Fire



““Where is the wisdom we Where is the wisdom we 
have lost in knowledge ? have lost in knowledge ? 

Where is the knowledge we Where is the knowledge we 
have lost in information?have lost in information?””

T.S. Elliot        The Rock (1934) T.S. Elliot        The Rock (1934) 



MeadowMeadow’’s Law s Law 

In reference to cot deathsIn reference to cot deaths

One in a family is a tragedy One in a family is a tragedy 

Two is suspicious.Two is suspicious.

Three is murder.Three is murder.



A cautionary taleA cautionary tale



if you have two if you have two 
psychiatrists psychiatrists 

you will get three you will get three 
different conclusionsdifferent conclusions



““the trial judge is not bound the trial judge is not bound 
to slavishly follow the to slavishly follow the 
opinion of an Expert opinion of an Expert 

WitnessWitness””

VG & M [2005] VG & M [2005] FamFam CA 1015 CA 1015 
(27/10/05)(27/10/05)
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